
 

 

LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Danielle Hudzina, Principal 
 

 
Hello Vineland families! My name is Dr. Danielle 
Hudzina and I am honored to be appointed as your 
principal. I am thrilled to join this wonderful 
community!  
 
I was born and raised in Charlotte County where I 
attended Neil Armstrong Elementary, Port 
Charlotte Middle School, and Port Charlotte High 
School. I then earned my bachelor's degree 
in Elementary Education from Florida State 
University (GO NOLES!!) before moving back to 
Charlotte County and teaching at Punta Gorda 
Middle School. I taught Earth/Space Science and 7 

Habits Leadership at PGMS for 8 years.  
 
My grandfather was a school principal at East Elementary and Neil Armstrong 
Elementary. I always wanted to follow in his footsteps and become a school leader. 
While teaching, I went back and earned my master's degree in Educational Leadership 
in 2009 from Florida Gulf Coast University.  I then started my doctorate degree in 
Educational Leadership from FGCU in 2012.  
 
Although I loved teaching at PGMS, I missed elementary school terribly! In 2014, I 
accepted an assistant principal position at an elementary school in DeSoto County. 
After 3 years of working in large, Title I schools in DeSoto County, I accepted an 
assistant principal position in Lee County. I finished my doctorate degree in 2018 
while working as an assistant principal. For my dissertation I focused on new teacher 
mentoring programs and teacher retention in rural school districts. Mentoring is one 
of my passions! 
 
After being gone from Charlotte County for 5 years, I really wanted to come back 
home!  Luckily, I was able to do that by joining the Vineland community. I cannot 
wait to work with you, the staff, and your students to create a positive and 
encouraging learning environment for everyone at VES. Please contact me at any time 
with ideas, questions, or concerns. I want to work together with you to ensure VES is 
the best school possible! I am looking forward to meeting and working with you all.  
 
Personal Mission Statement: I will be a positive role model and leader, encouraging 
others to strive for their personal best every single day. I’ll collaborate with all school 
stakeholders to create a positive and safe learning environment and ensure each 
student reaches his or her highest level of potential.  

Dates to Remember 
 
October  2019 
 
10/8 Leader of the Month 
Assembly 9:45 AM (by invitation 
only) 
 
10/8 PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, SAC 
Meeting 3:45 PM 
 
10/15 End of Quarter 1 
 
10/18 Teacher Work Day/
School Closed 
 
10/24 DEAL/SSS Day 
 
10/25 Box Tops Due 
 
10/25 Fall Festival 5:30-7:00 
PM 
 
10/28 Report Cards Go Home 
 
10/28-11/1 Red Ribbon Week  
 
 

November 
 
11/5 PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, SAC 
Meeting 3:45 PM 
 
11/12 Leader of the Month 
Assembly 9:45 AM (by invitation 
only) 
 
11/15 JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation) Walk Kick-
Off  
 
11/18 Mid-Terms Go Home 
 
11/21 DEAL/SSS Day 
 
11/22 Box Tops Due 
 
11/26 JDRF Walk 
 
11/27-11/29 Thanksgiving 
Holiday/School Closed 
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LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Jacqui Barber, Assistant Principal 
 
 

Did you know that October is National Bully Prevention Month? 

During the month of September, Vineland Elementary School’s Resource Officer, 
Deputy Imbruno and Assistant Principal Barber have been visiting classrooms 
throughout the school to talk about Bully Prevention. Bullying is unwanted, 
aggressive behavior among school aged children that involves a real or perceived 
power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over 
time. Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading rumors, attacking 
someone physically or verbally, and excluding someone from a group on purpose. 
The students at Vineland are creating a Win-Win by pledging to make our school a 
Bully Free Zone!   

At school we have policies in place to educate our students about bullying along with 
a bully reporting system that can be accessed on our website. Our student Code of 
Conduct shares consequences of bullying and is disseminated at the start of the 
school year then signed by students along with their families. 

 
As a school community we want to establish a positive climate at school to reinforce 
favorable social interactions and inclusiveness. It’s important we synergize to 

accomplish this task! Preventing bullying means helping children build the skills to care about themselves and others and 
to treat everyone with kindness and respect. Parents are the primary teachers of these skills, both through direct 
instruction and through the way parents interact with others. 
  
Children are far less likely to bully others if they understand and respect others’ differences, if they understand why 
respect, responsibility, fairness, and other values are important, and if they develop a deep commitment to being 
respectful and fair. Self-efficacy and self-esteem – confidence in your ability to resolve issues and overcome challenges 
and a generally positive view of yourself– also reduce the risk for being bullied.  
  
There are many things you can do to help your child develop these capacities. Some of these things that open doors at 
home and support a positive atmosphere at school include the following: 
 
  

1. Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood. Help your child understand bullying. Talk about what 
bullying is and how to stand up to it safely. Let your child know that bullying is unacceptable. 

 2. Keep the Lines of Communication Open. Check in with your child regularly. Be Proactive and establish a 
time to talk, possibly during dinner, or another set time. Listen to your child and get to know their friends 
and school. 

3. Sharpen the Saw. Encourage your child to do what they love. Special activities, interests, and hobbies can 
help boost confidence, help children make new friends, and protect them from bullying behavior. 

4. Model how to treat others with kindness and respect. When our children see us being kind, they in turn 
model the same behaviors. 

 



Kindergarten News 

 

We are amazed at how quickly October has come.  Thank you to all of our families for all the support you have already 
shown us.  Also, thank you for the generous donations to get our iReady pool up and running.  The kiddos are excited 
about earning these rewards.  This month students will be learning about pumpkins, fall and continue to work on 
comprehension skills which includes naming characters, making predictions,  identifying key details, and comparing and 
contrasting story settings.  Students will be introduced to 24 sight words by the end of October.  Please be sure to 
practice the sight word rings that were provided to you.  In math, students will be working with numbers 0 through 10.  
They also will continue to learn about the 7 Habits and the seasons.  In science, students will begin a unit on matter.  

 
First Grade News 
 

We had a great turn out for PIE night. Students enjoyed sharing their leadership binders with family members. Thank 
you to everyone who was able to attend. October is going to be a very busy month of learning here in first grade. 
Students have been working very hard learning the daily routines and classroom expectations. They have completed all 
of their assessments and are now ready to begin diving into the curriculum. Students have been practicing their addition 
skills and will begin to find the missing addends before heading into subtraction. They have began working on their 
phonics skills, reading, and writing. They should be reading nightly along with practicing their sight words which can be 
found in the back of their planners. We look forward to the 19-20 school year. Thank you for your continued support and 
cooperation! 

 
PreK News 
 
Prekindergarten is off to a great start.  Mrs. Martineau and Mrs. Lemay have been busy establishing their rules and 
routines for the year.  Mrs. Cunningham had a sub for a few days before Mrs. Brockmann started full time.  Once she 
started, routines started falling into place.  The three-year-old class had Mrs. Hamsher as the teacher sub along with Miss 
Dawn from last year.  Mrs. Fisher started on September 9 and worked on developing relationships with the children.  She 
then began to implement her own ideas and teaching styles into their routine.  All three classes have a change in their 
breakfast routine; everyone eats in the cafeteria.  This has given the children more time to understand the mealtime 
procedures and learn their pin number. 

 

 
 

      



Third Grade News 
 
Third grade is working hard! In October, we will be exploring author’s point of view in literature and informational text. 
In Math, we will be working on strategies to solve multiplication problems, the three properties of multiplication 
(associative, distributive, and commutative), as well as beginning to learn the times tables. We will be learning the steps 
to the Scientific Method through experiments in Science.  In Social Studies, we will begin learning the regions of the 
United States and what makes each one unique. 

 
 

 

 
Fourth Grade News 
 
 

Welcome to 4th Grade school year 2019-2020.  During our first week of school the students learned classroom procedures 
and how to become Leaders in the classroom.  After the first week, we jumped right into learning, where our focus has 
been mainly reading comprehension and math.  Over the past few weeks, the students have been working on key ideas 
and details in informational text.  These stories have been centered around Historical, Technical and Scientific Texts.  
They are learning how to go back into the text and dig deep to locate their answers.  During our math block, we have 
been focusing on Place Value. The students have to understand what place value is, compare and round whole numbers.  
As well as, add and subtract whole numbers.  The final areas that students have been working on is Earth’s movement 
and Florida state history.  

Second Grade News 
October is a busy month for second grade!  In Reading, we will continue to work on phonics skills, new vocabulary and 
reading skills.  In Math, we will be wrapping up our Numbers within 20, solving word problems and beginning Numbers 
within 100!  (subtraction and addition).  
 
We have a special event happening.  Our second graders will be participating in swimming lessons at the Oyster Creek 
pool (San Casa).  Please be sure to return the permission slips prior to the event starting October 21 to October 25, 
2019.  More information about specific times and days will follow from your child's teachers.  We are so excited about 
this fun filled event. 



 

Counselor’s Corner—Molly Toure 
 
Hello, Vineland families! Welcome to the Counselor’s Corner. October is a special month at Vineland as we welcome 
fall-themed festivities and (hopefully) the first cold front of the season. October also brings Red Ribbon Week. Red 
Ribbon Week was started to commemorate DEA agent Kiki Camarena who gave his life while working to ensure that our 
country is drug free.  This national event has evolved to include anti-drug, anti-tobacco, and anti-bullying messages. By 
displaying red ribbons and celebrating during this week, Vineland Elementary School is showing our commitment to a 
drug, tobacco, and bully free community. During Red Ribbon Week, your child will be hearing messages that reflect this 
commitment. They may hear from guest speakers, participate in school-wide raffles, or even dress up in order to 
celebrate and support this cause. Be sure to monitor your child’s blue folder and RemindApp notifications for specific 
information regarding Red Ribbon Week festivities.  
 
In addition to Red Ribbon Week, October is also the last month before we officially welcome 
the holiday season. That is right- Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner! 
Holiday Support applications will be sent home with your child this month. If the holidays 
present your family with a financial burden, consider completing the application, which will 
allow us to match you with a community agency that can offer assistance. Please contact me 
at Vineland Elementary with any questions regarding holiday applications and opportunities 
for support. 

Fifth Grade News 
 

As the first quarter winds down and comes to an end, students have reflected on what they have already learned and are 
looking forward to what they will learn in the near future.  In ELA, students have learned about text structure, spelling 

patterns, and IRRRC outlines. In Social Studies, students were introduced to the Studies weekly 
format, a review of Florida history and an overview of the Declaration of Independence.  In 
Math, students have learned about volume and multiplying multi-digit numbers. In Science, 
students reviewed the scientific method and learned about properties of matter. As we move into 
October, students will continue to learn new skills. In ELA, students will learn about plot and 
characterization as well as referring to the text when discussing a text and answering 
comprehension questions.  In Social Studies, students will begin analyzing ancient civilizations. 
In math, students will explore multiple methods of division as well as place value concepts, 
powers of ten and reading, writing, compare and rounding decimals. In Science, students will 
dive into forces and motion, including Newton’s Laws. 

     

News from the Art Room  
Welcome Back Students and Families! 

 
We are going to have an exciting year! Art education is so important 
to your child’s critical thinking, problem solving, and of course 
creativity along with promoting individuality and positive self-image. 
 
We will begin doing our annual fundraisers called Square 1 Art.  The elements of art will be line and color.  This is an 
opportunity for your child to explore their individual creativity while making a keepsake to share and give as a gift to 
their family.  All students will get a FREE gift! It is an important fundraiser as we depend on the funds to provide ALL 
our materials for art class!  
 

Kindergarten: Are learning about painting techniques and primary colors. 
1st  Grade:   Are learning about texture while drawing a bird nest. 
2nd Grade: Are learning about warm and cool color schemes.  
3rd Grade: Are learning about color and shape, while creating a beautiful drawing with mixed media. 
4th Grade: Are learning about optical illusions in art, contrast and value. 
5th Grade: Are learning about optical illusions of various kinds 



Multi-Age Classrooms 
 
The multi-age classes are happy to be back in school.  The year may have just begun, but the boys and girls are ready for 
success.   During the first few weeks, classes took the time to set expectations, create positive relationships, and 
establish a culture of leadership. Each class synergized to write their mission statement, individual goals and plans of 
action. The children learned how they could apply the 7 habits in their lives both at home, in school and beyond.  
Students are focusing on tools for learning including Thinking Maps, Kagan Structures and technology.  By taking this 
time, scholars feel a sense of belonging and acceptance.   They are motivated to put first things first to reach their goals 
and set new ones.  
We were happy to welcome so many new families and see familiar faces at the Meet and Greet, in August. The Parents 
Involved in Education (PIE) Night on September 10 was another chance to connect with our students’ families.  There 
are many wonderful opportunities to be involved throughout the year.   We are looking forward to an exciting 2019-
2020 year filled with collaboration, leadership and learning.          

 

 
PE News 
 
Welcome to Fall, Herons!  Even though the heat will be staying with us for a while, we will 
still be very active outside during PE, and we have a few big activities upcoming.  October 
2nd is National Walk to School Day.  We will talk about pedestrian safety and what a daily 
walk to school is like.  As well, Red Ribbon week is at the end of October.  In PE, we will 
practice the songs and dances to prepare for our school wide Red Ribbon celebration.  We 
look forward to seeing you all every day, and continuing to have fun in PE. 
 
Coaches Dando, Prummell, and Walsh 

STEM 
 
I am extremely excited to join the VES community this year! After teaching in 
Fairfax County, Virginia for 20 years, I cannot wait to delve into some learning 
with your children. I will focus on supporting your children's science lessons. I 
hope that they will be coming home telling you all about the fun things we are ex-
ploring together. It's going to be a great year! 
 
Holly Nayak 
STEM Teacher 
Vineland Elementary 
 

Music News 

Classes are going well; we are working on Steady Beat and synergizing!  Chorus for 4th and 5th grade students started on 
September 17.  Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 3:10 to 4:00.  All 3rd - 5th 
grade students need to have a recorder and they need to bring it to music every 
day!  Chorus permission forms and recorder order forms can be found on the mu-
sic website or in the music room.  I look forward to a very musical year with you 
all! 



 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) News  
 
Welcome back Vineland Families, we have a lot of fun things on the horizon regarding the PTO. We had our 1st 
meeting on September 3rd and we started the planning for the Heron Harvest (formerly known as the Fall Festival.) We 
have also formed the sub-committees for the Heron Harvest and discussed the changes we plan on making regarding 
food and activities. We also had our 1st fundraiser of the year which we gave keychains to students for a $10.00 and 
$5.00 donation. We were able to raise a total of $1253.00. Lastly, we are happy to welcome all our new PTO members 
and volunteers that came to the meeting and volunteer orientation.  

 

 

The Family Center News 
 
Greetings from the Family Resource Center— 
 
It is wonderful to be back to school and see so many smiling faces eager to kick off an exciting school year. The family 
Center held its Grand Opening on August 28. We were surprised with a visit from Clifford the Big Red Dog. He spent 
the morning shaking hands and paws and posing for those fabulous selfies! We are busy planning several Family 
Engagement activities for your family over the next few weeks. Please check your school calendar for these events. If 
you have not had the opportunity to visit the center, we are open each Wednesday from 7:40am-8:40am for family book 
check out and fellowship. Students checking out three books will receive a free “Keeper Book" for their home library. I 
will always have a pot of coffee on and the daily newspaper available. Stop in and say hello to the fantastic group of 
Family Center Leaders who are eager to assist your child with book selection. 
 
The following Title 1 documents are available in the Family Center, front office, and on the Vineland school web page:  
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/domain/2721  
SPAR Report  
School Improvement Plan  
Parents Right to Know 
School Grade 
Parent Survey  
 

Nan Fetzer   
Title One Achievement And Family Associate 
Vineland Elementary  

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/domain/2721


 
Come and Join the HERON HANGOUT! 
      
The Heron Hangout is Vineland’s extended day program where VES teachers and staff provide before school childcare 
and after school enrichment activities for kindergarten to 5th grade students.  If you are in need of an extended day for 
your child, or if you are looking for some exciting enrichment activities for your child, we hope you consider this 
beneficial program.   The Heron Hangout provides: daily homework help; health and fitness; arts and crafts; leadership 
opportunities; organized sports with the VES PE staff (3rd-5th graders); computers; reading, math, and science learning 
activities; and much more.  AM care begins at 7:00am. PM care ends at 6:00PM. 
 
If you have questions about the program, please call the VES Main Office (941) 697-6600   
email Gina Dickerson (Heron Hangout Site Director) at 
gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net.     

Media Center 
 
We are off to another great year in the VES Media Center.  The focus of Media class is to foster a LOVE of READING 
that will stay with students forever.  In addition, Florida Standards will be integrated into library lesson plans in order to 
support the classroom curriculum and to increase student success. 
 
Kindergarten, first, and second graders have been enjoying books with some favorite characters like Llama, Piggie and 
Elephant, the mischievous Pigeon, and (my favorite) Library Lion.  These grades are learning about library procedures 
and picking “just right” books.   
 
Third, fourth, and fifth graders are excited that the 2019-2020 Sunshine State books have arrived.  Students in these 
grades can participate in the Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA) program by reading at least three of this 
year’s Sunshine State books.  One purpose of the SSYRA program is to encourage students to read for pleasure.  Voting 
will take place in the spring, so be sure to BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND and start reading! 
 
Our Race for the Checkered Flag competition has just started.  Ask your student to tell you about it.  Please encourage 
your child to take an Accelerated Reader (AR) quiz at school when they finish a book.  Students may also take AR 
quizzes on books that are read to them.  For more information on SSYRA and Accelerated Reader, please visit the 
media webpage.   
 
I am so excited to share some of my favorite fall books with all of my classes during October and November.  In 
addition, some classes will be using the new library iPads to track the 2019 Tour de Turtles.  Links to the race can be 
found on the Media webpage.     
 

 
 

Important Information  
 
 Go to the VES website to access the Media webpage (under Classroom Webpages) to find additional information 

and to access DESTINY, our online catalog.  
 
 Borrowed books should remain in your student’s backpack.  They must be returned when students are finished 

reading them or renewed after two weeks.  Please review the section Textbooks/ Media Center in your student’s 
planner. 

 
 The library is open for checkout and AR quizzes on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8:20am - 8:40am. 
 
 You can contact Ms. Dickerson by calling the school 697-6600, or by email: 

gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net 

mailto:gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net
http://prbritt.myweb.uga.edu/edit6190/parents-afterschool.html
mailto:gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net


 

REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES OR THREATS 
 

Students, parents, CCPS employees, and members of the community have a responsibility to report suspicious activities and 
potential threats to schools.  Any suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of the following individuals, 
agencies or reporting tools: 

School Resource Officer or local law enforcement agencies. 
School Administrator or any available staff member. 
The FortifyFL Reporting APP or  to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-780-TIPS). 
Contacting the Supervisor of District Security and Emergency Management at (941) 255-0808 
Calling 9-1-1. 
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Vineland Elementary School  
Dr. Danielle Hudzina, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotunda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:40am - 3:10pm 

 
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ves (school website) 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/8 (county website) 

 
Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 

 
Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 

 
Vineland Elementary School Mission— We are a community of leaders and learners who em-

power greatness and celebrate successes.  
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 
Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 

Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 

Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 
Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 

 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2019 

Ian Vincent  
Cara Reynolds 
Kim Amontree 

Robert Segur, Chairman 
Wendy Atkinson, Vice-Chairman 

 
1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 

Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, 
or employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or 

handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1) 
 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with  all require-
ments and  

regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board  that no person in this  District 
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally-

protected  characteristic, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to,  discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or for 

which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  Policy 1122 
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